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Welcome to Team Innovation 2020-2021  

Dear Families, 
Welcome to sixth grade and Team Innovation, which is located on the upper blue hallway!  We are excited 
about this year, and we know it will be a fantastic year of learning.  As your child’s teachers,  we are looking 
forward to working together with you to help your child have a happy and successful school year.  We very 
much look forward to meeting all of you on Open House. We strongly encourage at least one parent to attend, 
but if you are unable to make it to our Open House, we will send home all the materials we give out that 
evening.  
  
This year we are using an app called Remind which allows the classroom teachers to communicate with our 
students’ parents via email or text to send out important information regarding school events.  You must enroll 
in this program to receive our communications.  You can use either a free app that you can download through 
iTunes or GooglePlay or access a website to enroll.  The directions are on the back of this letter.  Remind is a 
safe way for us to send one-way communication to you.  You won’t be able to directly respond to the message, 
however, you can, as always, email your child’s homeroom teacher at our westboroughk12.org addresses (see 
below).  
 
We will use paper agendas all year.  Please check in with your child and his/her agenda/ to see the nightly 
homework and long-term assignments.  Students will have homework every night and be expected to read for 
at least 20 minutes each night.  We have a library filled with books in our classrooms as well as the school 
library.  We encourage students to use the Westborough Public Library as well.   Students should always be 
reading an independent book. 
 
In the event that you have a question or concern, please call, email, or send a note in with your child. Email is 
the most effective way to communicate with your children’s teachers, and we will get back to you as soon as 
possible.  We believe communication between the classroom and home is extremely important to your child's 
success. Students this year will use Google accounts, and we will use Google Classroom with the students.  In 
Google Classroom, teachers can post assignments, announcements, resources, and links.  Students can 
upload assignments, links, and comments. In addition to traditional assignments and feedback, teachers will 
also grade and provide feedback through Google Classroom. 
 
Team Innovation  Profiles 
 
Hi, my name is Caitlin Gardner, and I am in my twenty-third year of teaching.  Ari Coppola, Audrey Dunham, 
and I make up the trio of Team Innovation teachers. After graduating from Westfield State University, I 
attended Framingham State University and received my Master's in Literacy and Language Arts, making me 
dual certified as both a reading specialist and an elementary school teacher. I began my career in third grade 
in Mansfield, Massachusetts for three years, and then I came to Westborough in 2002 when Mill Pond opened. 
Teaching is in my blood; my father taught for 42 years and my mother taught for over 30 years.  I am a mother 
of two boisterous boys; my oldest is entering ninth grade and my youngest is in seventh.  My husband is the 



Director of Cross-Country and Track and Field at UMass Lowell.  We are an active family, literally and 
figuratively, running to a new activity each day, but we also just like to curl up and unwind with a good book. 
My goal as a teacher is to create a classroom culture where students feel safe and connected.  I want students 
to take risks, challenge themselves, and feel more confident. I continue to be a lifelong learner, and my hope is 
to instill this same joy of learning in your child. As we begin the 2020-2021 academic year, I look forward to 
developing our students’ interest as well as their sense of engagement with the international community 
through our exploration of World Regional Geography, while promoting and enhancing their ability to become 
enthusiastic and effective readers and writers through our study of English Language Arts.  I welcome, 
encourage, and request your parental support to help me ensure that your child will have a successful 
sixth-grade experience. I know we will have a great year and work as a team to ensure your child's academic 
and social growth.  

Hi, my name is Ari Coppola, the math and science teacher. I graduated from Salem State University with a 
degree in education and environmental sciences. I received my Master’s in Special Education at Simmons 
University, making me dual certified as a general education and a special education teacher. Previously, I 
taught special education for three years, and I taught sixth grade, all four subjects, on Martha’s Vineyard this 
past year. As a teacher, I strive to create a welcoming environment for students to feel comfortable, to be their 
best selves, and to really challenge themselves to be stronger learners. As we begin the 2020-2021 academic 
year, I look forward to developing our students’ mathematical and scientific minds. My goal is to enhance our 
students’ sense of wonder and an independent drive. I encourage parental support, in hopes to make sure 
your child has an excellent sixth-grade year, filled with social and academic growth.  

Bonjour! My name is Audrey Dunham, the special educator on Team Innovation. I also co-teach ELA with Mrs. 
Gardner and math with Ms.Coppola. I am originally from France, however, I have been living in the United 
States for 26 years. After graduating from Framingham State University, I attended Lesley University and 
received my Master’s Degree in Special Education. I have been in education for eleven years, and this will be 
my sixth year teaching at Mill Pond. I have two children, my daughter is entering ninth grade, and my son will 
be a fourth grader this school year. As we begin the 2020-2021 academic year, I look forward to further 
developing my students’ Growth Mindset by modelling and teaching positive self-talk, perseverance, and 
resilience. Growing up as a junior professional tennis player, and training at IMG Academy in Florida, I have 
learned through experience, the importance of reframing thoughts to eliminate self-doubt inside and outside 
the classroom. My goal this year is to develop strong, independent thinkers, who will embrace each challenge 
as an opportunity to grow!  
 
TEAM INNOVATION WEBSITE: 
We are very excited about this school year. Please check out our website: 
https://sites.google.com/westboroughk12.org/mpsteaminnovation/home 
 
Here is to a wonderful year of learning!  Please see the supply list below and fill out the parents’ survey. 
 
 P.S. Parents, click on the link to take our beginning of the year survey to tell us about your child…  

THROUGH YOUR EYES... Team Innovation Parent/Guardian Survey 2020-21 

 

Warmly, 
 
Caitlin Gardner gardnerc@westboroughk12.org  
Ari Coppola coppolaa@westboroughk12.org 
Audrey Dunham dunhama@westboroughk12.org 

https://sites.google.com/westboroughk12.org/mpsteaminnovation/home
https://forms.gle/trZmgv69akV7fcRj6
mailto:gardnerc@westboroughk12.org
mailto:coppolaa@westboroughk12.org
mailto:dunhama@westboroughk12.org


 

 

Team Innovation Supply List 

Dear Future Innovator,  

Welcome to the exciting world of sixth grade!  Your team teachers for this year will be Mrs. Gardner 

(ELA and Social Studies), Mrs Dunham (all subjects) and Mrs. Coppola (Math and Science).  Please come 

prepared with the following supplies on the first day of school.  It is important that everyone has their 

own supplies contained. 

 

Please organize supplies as directed below. 

  

❏ 1 pencil pouch that you can bring to and from school 

 

Place the following supplies UNPACKAGED AND INSIDE your pencil pouch BEFORE coming to 

school: 

 

❏ 1 pair of earbuds (that will remain in pencil pouch at school at all times) 

❏ 2 chisel-tip highlighters (pink and yellow)  

❏ 1 pack of colored pens for editing  

❏ 2 black Sharpie markers – (1 fine point, 1 ultra-fine point) 

❏ 2 Glue sticks 

❏ 2 packs of pencils (NOT mechanical). Keep at least TWO pencils in your pouch at all times! Store 

the rest in your cubby or backpack.  You will be using this spare supply to restore your lost 

pencils.  You are responsible for being prepared for class each day. 

❏ 1 pack of Colored pencils 

 

❏ 2 marbled, MUST BE  100-sheet/200page, composition notebooks (ELA and Science.)  

❏ 6-Pack Multicolor Plastic Two-Pocket Folders (See Sample) with 3 Center Prongs. 

Folders will be color-coded as follows: 

- Yellow = HOMEWORK 

- Green = Social Studies 

- Orange = Science 

- Blue = Math 

- Red = ELA 

- Purple = Music 

❏ 1 graphing paper notebook (¼ inch grid; 8 ½ x 11), spiral bound (Math) 

❏ 1 box of tissues (for personal use only and it may need to be replenished through the year) 

❏ 1 independent reading book of your choice. We’ll drop everything and read on day one! 

 

Ms. Coppola and Mrs. Gardner/Mrs. Dunham’s homerooms are located upstairs in the blue hall on the left 

side, A208 and A210 respectively.  We can't wait to meet you!! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Gardner- ELA and Social Studies  

Ms. Coppola - Math and Science 

Mrs. Dunham- All subjects- special education 

 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Multicolor-Plastic-Folders-Pockets-folders/dp/B078H137BK/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Plastic+2+Pocket+School+POP+Folders+with+Metal+Prongs+Fastener+Clasps+multi+colors&qid=1589715626&s=office-products&sr=1-2

